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transportation to get to and from the trail. Finally, the legisla-
tion mandated thar, while facilitating and encouraging public
access, planners should align the trail to avoid harming sensitive
environments and wildlife habitat.

When complete, the trail system will consist of the main
spine trail, a continuous 4oo-mile ring around the Bay; spur
trails to the waterfront where shore access along the spine is not
feasible; and connector trails linking the spine to inland recre-
ation sites, residential neighborhoods, and commercial districts.
Eventually, the trail will pass through or connect to more than
100 parks and open spaces.

The implementation of such an ambitious undertaking
depends on the cooperation of many potentially competing
interests. Shoreline property owners; local, state, and federal
agencies; recreational-use advocates; and environmental organi-
zations —all are stakeholders along the shores of the Bay. The
Bay Trail Project, a nonprofit entity, was created within ABAG
to oversee and coordinate work on the trail and to promote its
use to the public.

The number of partnershi ps formed by the Bay Trail Project
marks it as a thoroughly collaborative effort, one that has dem-
onstrated an impressive ability to leverage limited funding into
an effective and comprehensive regionwide program. The Cali-
fornia Coastal Conservancy has been a strong supporter and
longtime funder of the Bay Trail, having provided approxi-
mately s19 million since the project’s inception. Invaluable assis-
tance has also come from the Bay Conservation and Develop-
ment Commission, which reviews development projects within
100 feet of the Bay shoreline and can require Bay Trail construc-
tion as part of the permitting process. Just as crucial is the con-
tinuing involvement of countless environmental and recre-
ational groups, whose members (like you and me) care about
preserving natural areas and volunteer their time to advocate
tor completing the trail.

In recent years, money from state park bonds has been avail-
able to the Bay Trail for a competitive grant prograrn under
which local agencies receive funding for trail development in
their areas. These funds are leveraged several times over by
public and private matching funds and in-kind contributions,
including construction work performed by youth members of
the California Conservation Corps.

Recently opened trail segments include Opyster Point Marina

in South San Francisco, with trails and access for windsurters;
San Rafael’s Shoreline Park, featuring exceptional bird-watching;
Heron's Head Park in San Francisco, where the trail follows the
edge of a wetland restoration in progress; and Napa's River

to Ridge Trail linking the Bay Trail in Kennedy Park to the
Ridge Trail in Skyline Park. What's next? New segments being
planned include a new alignment along proposed wetlands in
Novato, the Wetlands Edge Trail in American Canyon (Napa
County), Point Molate in Richmond, Union Point Park in
Oakland’s Fruitvale District, and Coyote Creek Trail in Mil-
pitas. In the future, the proposed public purchase of Cargill’s
salt-pond properties holds great promise for new Bay Trail
segments in the South Bay.

In the policy arena, the Bay Trail Project advocates for safe
bicycle and pedestrian access to and across the area’s seven toll
bridges, to increase possibilities for longer-distance excursions
and to promote car-free commuting. (Such access is currently
available only on the Golden Gate and Dumbarton Bridges.)
Another priority is the ongoing independent wildlife and public
access study, which is examining whether trail users have an
effect on the abundance and diversity of shorebirds in adjacent
wetlands. The results will help decision-makers and resource
agencies plan future trail segments so as to minimize the impact
of increased human visitation on wildlife.

More detailed information about the trail is now readily
available, with the recent publication of new Bay Trail maps.
The set of six maps covers the entire Bay and provides com-
prehensive and up-to-date information about trail alignment,
points of access, and trail characteristics. The back of each
map lists recommended hiking and bicycling routes.

This ambitious “ring around the Bay” is coming together
piece by piece. But you don't have to wait for the Bay Trail's
completion to start taking advantage of the increased access
to the Bay thar it already provides, We've included brief descrip-
tions of several trail segments on the following pages, highlight-
ing the diversity of scenery and abundance of wildlife you'll
encounter out on the Bay Trail. Each one has its own charms.
Together, they begin to reveal the enormity of the gift that this
estuary bestows on those of us who live next to it. We're willing
to bet that once you've spent a few hours out on the trail, you'll
never see the Bay in the same way again, -
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Bay Nature, a quarterly magazine,
explores and celebrates the natural
world of the San Francisco Bay Area.
Visit us at www.baynature.com or call
(925)372-6002 for subscriptions.

The Bay Trail Project is a nonprofit administered
by the Association of Bay Area Governments that
plans, promotes, and advocates for implementa-
tion of the 4o00-mile multiuse Bay Trail. For more
information about the trail, or to arder the set of
six new Bay Trail maps, call (510)464-7900 or
visit www.baytrail.org.
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The Coastal Conservancy is a state agency
guided by the vision of a beautiful, restored,
and accessible coastline. It acts with others
to preserve, protect, and restore the re-
sources of the California coast and San
Francisco Bay. Call (510)286-1015 or visit
www.coastalconservancy.ca.gov.
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